
Upper KS2– Significant Figures 
Our project this week aims to provide opportunities for 
your child to learn more about famous or significant 
people including inventors, explorers or scientists and 
how they influence society today. 
 
 

 

 

Reading/Spelling Tasks 
 
Monday 
Read this extract from ’20,000 Leagues Under the Sea’ by Jules Verne 
https://www.smithsonianmag.com/arts-culture/excerpt-from-20000-leagues-under-the-sea-
48864536/ Make a list of unfamiliar words and find out their meaning. Now read the passage 
again. Can you summarise what you have read? 
 
Practise your spellings on Spelling Frame. Use a dictionary (online is fine) to clarify any 
unfamiliar vocabulary. https://spellingframe.co.uk/ 
 
Tuesday 
Use Google to find out about the people who each of our classes are named after: Beatrix Potter, 
Helen Sharman, Florence Nightingale, Mary Anning, David Attenborough, Emily Pankhurst and 
Ernest Shackleton.  Make notes about why each person is remembered today. 
 
Choose 10 Common Exception words from here 
https://cdn.oxfordowl.co.uk/2019/08/29/13/56/09/5a42eb6a-f57f-4dc4-a66e-
bd4c5e27e4b7/SpellingWordList_Y5-6.pdf . Write the meaning , synonyms (words with the 
same/similar meaning) and antonyms (words with the opposite meaning) for each word. 
 
Wednesday 
Complete this reading comprehension about a famous botanist  
https://cdn.oxfordowl.co.uk/2020/03/13/08/48/24/fb03cb45-922f-477f-94db-
f0c9a18980df/BondSATsSkills_Comprehension9-10_Unit1.pdf .  
 
Wednesday 
Make mind maps using vocabulary that you associate with the following significant people: The 
Queen, Guy Fawkes and Rosa Parks . 
 
Thursday-Visit Ducksters https://www.ducksters.com/biography/ and choose three people who 
Interest you, to read about. Record 10 facts that you discovered for each person. 
 
Complete this segment puzzle https://spellingframe.co.uk/spelling-rule/35/41-Words-ending-in-
able-and-ible-Words-ending-in-ably-and-ibly-1-of-2  (click Spelling Tiles, which focuses on words 
ending in: -able, -ible, -ably and –ibly. 
 
Friday 
Create a profile about a famous book character e.g. Harry Potter, Matilda Wormwood or Percy 
Jackson. 
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Friday 
Pick 10 Common Exception words from the Year 5/6 spelling list 
https://cdn.oxfordowl.co.uk/2019/08/29/13/56/09/5a42eb6a-f57f-4dc4-a66e-
bd4c5e27e4b7/SpellingWordList_Y5-6.pdf Can you represent each word as a picture? 
 
 
Writing Tasks  
 
Monday 
Visit the Literacy Shed https://www.literacyshedplus.com/en-gb/resource/the-clock-tower-ks2-
activity-pack for this wonderful resource on ‘The Clocktower’. Create a fabulous piece of writing. 
 
Tuesday 
Using the words FAMOUS PEOPLE, write an acrostic poem about significant British people in 
history or focus on one historical character from your research. 
 
Wednesday 
Listen to Martin Luther King’s speech ‘I Have a Dream’  https://safeyoutube.net/w/XRC6 . How 
does this link to what is happening in the news today? 
Write your own speech about your dreams. Use the same techniques such as repetition, 
personification and powerful verbs.  
 
Thursday 
Create an information report about a significant/famous person of interest. This may be a famous 
author, athlete, popstar or even a local person (some of you may want to find out about John of 
Gaunt!). Include: birthplace, what they’re most famous for, significant events/achievements and 
any other interesting facts. 
 
Friday 
Following on from yesterday’s task, write in role as your chosen person and create a short 
autobiography of their life. Don’t forget to think about the person’s emotions during key parts of 
their life. 
 
 
Maths Tasks – The 4 Operations 
 
Monday 
What different calculations can you create when adding and subtracting the numbers 111, 8276, 
529, 18391, 9238 and 4163 ? Make sure that you check that your answer is correct by using the 
inverse operation. CHALLENGE: Change the numbers to decimal numbers by adding a decimal 
point – how did your answers change? 
 
Tuesday 
Play this online addition and subtraction game. Can you reach the top score? 
https://www.topmarks.co.uk/Flash.aspx?a=activity10 
 
Wednesday 
Play these missing box games addition and subtraction.  
https://www.mathplayground.com/brain_workouts/brain_workout_01_addition.html 
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https://www.mathplayground.com/brain_workouts/brain_workout_01_subtraction.html  
Can you make their own addition/subtraction calculations like this? 
  
Thursday  
Roll a dice or use home-made digit cards to create a 6-digit number (target number). Write 2 
addition and 2 subtraction calculations where the answer is the target number given. Do this 5 
times. 
 
Friday 
https://skybadger.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2016/12/Worksheet-Counting-on-your-fingers.pdf 
Try these fun number sentences which use British Sign Language. 
 
 
Learning Projects 
 
Famous Brits 
Lots of significant people in history have been British. Emmeline Pankhurst , Florence Nightingale 
and Mary Anning are just a few. Research one of these or another famous Brit of your choice, then 
create a fact file, a powerpoint or a chronological report of their life. 
 
The Queen’s Speech 
The Queen spoke to the nation on Sunday 5th April from Windsor Castle. 
https://safeyoutube.net/w/52C6  She had an important speech to deliver where she wanted to 
thank people for what they were doing and to give hope that things would eventually return to 
normal. Think about what you would say if you had to speak to the nation? Who would you thank? 
What messages of hope would you give to your friends and family?  Write your speech and send it 
to Mrs S. 
 
Inspiration for Inventors 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clips-video/design-and-technology-ks2-inspiration-for-
inventions/zbs47nb These inventors talk about where they found the inspiration for their 
inventions.  What inventions would make your life easier?  A homework bot? A robot who cleans 
up? How could you turn your idea into a product? https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clips-
video/design-and-technology-ks2-developing-ideas-for-inventions/zdc7nrd Design and annotate 
your product. You may even want to make a prototype of your design. 
 
Significant to Me 
Draw a portrait of a person who is significant to you. 
 
What it Takes- Watch this interview https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clips-video/pshe-ks1-ks2-
proud-to-be-a-sportsperson/zmkfbdm with Paralympic gold medallist Helena Lucas. In this 
interview she talks about the dedication needed to be a successful sportsperson. What are your 
goals? Write yourself a letter telling yourself what you want to achieve in the next ten years – ask 
a family member to keep it and give it to you on your 21st birthday. 
 
Additional learning resources parents may wish to engage with 
● BBC Bitesize - Lots of videos and learning opportunities for all subjects. 
● Twinkl - Click on the link and sign up using your email address and creating a password. Use the 
offer code UKTWINKLHELPS. 
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